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The Blether


The Scottish Society of Jersey’s Newsletter for ‘Scots on the Rock’.





The committee was sad to hear of the death of past president David Cowan, who lead the society between 1981-1983. Dave will be fondly remembered for his couthy sense of humour and his fine singing voice, sharing marvellous renditions of The Silver Darlings and The Northern Lights of Aberdeen at events and family suppers. Dave, together with his wife Nessie, brought to the society a feeling of warmth and kindness, with Nessie always adding thoughtful touches and handmade heather buttonholes for the ladies at society functions. The Cowan family still show their unwavering support to our society, with daughter Cheryl Barr still painstakingly maintaining the society flag and daughter-in-law Carolyn sitting on the Committee. The Committee passes on their condolences on behalf of the society to Nessie, Mike, Cheryl, David and to the rest of the family.  xxx





Dates for your diary





Mr Dave Reid, vice president, commented that the logo was merely a ‘shadow of its former glory’ and something ought to be done. After several re drafts and some intense debates as to which blue we should use; the committee are proud to unveil the new logo; Mr David Reid spoke with warm affection about the new logo saying it’s was a ‘revamped version of an old favourite’. 








St Andrew’s Night�
20/11/2010�
�
Burns’ Night�
29/01/2011�
�
Stag Doo�
04/03/2011�
�
Ladies Doo Burns�
05/03/ 2011�
�


















In September we held a superb family Ceilidh; convener Mrs Kate Davis arranged a wonderful evening of dancing, music and scrumptious grub to keep society members dancing through the evening. We held a traditional raffle, £336 which has gone to CLIC SARGENT for their work with young cancer families. A super night was had by all. 








On Sunday morning, the town hosted a marathon and we watched the runners crossing the finishing line while enjoying a lazy coffee sitting in the sun.  


In the afternoon, in addition to the ‘official’ festival entertainment, which included a band from New Brunswick which had everybody dancing to their incredible female fiddle player, numerous bars and restaurants had set up stages outside with bands performing-the best being a Polish band called Shannon!. We did not know what to go to first-as one performance finished, another one started up somewhere else.  In addition, there was an interceltique market-numerous stalls selling all kinds of quality arts and crafts, jewellery, CDs and memorabilia. Other stalls ensured that visitors did not starve to death or, alternatively, die of thirst.


Everybody should take the opportunity to visit this festival-it is practically on our doorstep as Lorient is only two hours drive from Rennes. The festival lasts for two weeks and big names such as Capercaillie, Alan Stivell and The Cranberries, who all appeared this year, can be seen if you time your visit properly although many of the official festival events are sold out quickly.  There was no drunkenness or aggression-only good fun and great music- with French restaurants-what more could you ask for!!








From our beloved original to the new logo we have printed on our Blether. 





Scottish News October 2010





More News October 2010





Our President Mr Ian Henderson organised a wonderful day of golfing in September this year for our Scottish Society Annual Golf Day. All bets were on to see who would take home our prestigious Society Golf Quaich which dates back to the 1930’s . The winner of the Annual Society Golf Quaich 2010 was Dr David Frank – Congratulations Frank! I believe that the event was great in both spirit and golf. 





The committee would like to know more about the Annual Golf Day and the Quaich itself, if you know any information about this Society event which has bridged the ages, please do let us know. 





This year’s St Andrew’s Night 2010 is set to be a brilliant event. Convener Mr Gordon Porter has planned a wonderful event to celebrate our patron saint St Andrew. According to Gordon ‘We may not get the bank holiday but we can still celebrate in style’  Why not get some friends 





together and join us for evening of great food, great 





company, great dance all because of our great saint! 











St Andrew’s Ticket Application Form


Please send me ______ tickets for St Andrew’s Night 2010. My contact details are Name: _________________Telephone:____________________. 


Please make cheques payable to ‘The Scottish Society of Jersey’. 





�
Name�
Member £40 / Non- Member £45�
�
1.�
�
�
�
2.�
�
�
�
3.�
�
�
�
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�
�
�
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�
�
�
6.�
�
�
�
7.�
�
�
�
8.�
�
�
�
9.�
�
�
�
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�
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�
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�
�
�
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�
�
�



Please send your application together with a stamped addressed envelope to:


 Mr Gordon Porter, PO Box 463, St Helier, Jersey, JE4 5RX          T: 07797 762 922 


We look forward to seeing you there. 





The committee are pleased to have Mr. Blair Cowan helping the Society out with the website. Mr Gordon Porter and Blair have recently updated the society’s website; why not check it out? 





www.scottishsocietyofjersey.co.uk





The New Improved Society Logo has been revealed; over the last few months the committee have been deliberating over the Society logo. It was decided that after years of using our original Scottish Society logo we ought to give it a bit of a make over. With all the copying and scanning, the logo had become fuzzy and difficult to reproduce.





St Andrew’s Night Ticket Applications





     Halloween Edition October  2010		       www.scottishsocietyofjersey.co.uk











With the Invercauld Band practicing hard and the Pipe Band busy in the music rooms tuning up for this year’s St Andrew’s Night which is one not to be missed. Have you got your ticket yet?  For Ticket applications flick to page 4.  


Date: 20th November, 2010





This Year Mary Walledge’s Highland Dancers 


are preparing for the dancing section of 


the Jersey Eisteddfod in November.





The senior girls have been working on a group dance called ‘Gulravage’ as well as many  individual entries, where the girls dance Highland National solos. 


We wish all the girls the very best  of luck with their dances.





Watch this space for the results! 





       News from the Music Rooms of the Pipe Band:





The Pipers and Drummers of the Jersey Caledonian Pipe Band are too busy to comment in this edition of the Blether due to their rigorous rehearsal regime in preparation for the next society event; St Andrew’s Night,.  They are also practicing for performances at the Mayfair Hotel throughout November and December for ‘Turkey and Tinsel’, which is a weekly dinner event held by the hotel in the run up to the Festive Season.  Good Luck Chaps! 








Dear Fellow Members,


Well now the Autumnal weather is here and Christmas Baubles are dangling in the shops, we can dig out our dancing shoes, velvet evening gowns and prepare the stovies for our winter of events.  


Firstly, I would like to introduce new member Mrs Ruth Martin to the society, I look forward to meeting you soon at one of our functions.


Talking of which, tickets are selling like hot cakes for St Andrew’s Night and the cogs are into motion for Burns’ Night at the Radisson in January. Both the Stag Doo and Ladies Doo Burn’s Events are both being drafted up; and most importantly the whiskey is being ordered ready. We hope to see you very soon at one of our events and as ever if you wish to become involved, whether it be writing a wee article or helping organise a raffle we’d love to hear from you. 


Many thanks,


Claire Allan 	          	       E: claireallan@me.com











In August of each year, Lorient in Brittany plays host to the Interceltique festival, a two week celebration of celtic music and culture.Two of our Society members, Mike and Carolyn Cowan were fortunate enough to attend the last two days of the festival on 14 and 15 August 2010. 


Committee Member Mrs. Carolyn Cowan tells us more… Each year, the festival celebrates the culture of a different celtic country-this year is was the turn of Brittany, although Scotland seemed to have an important place in the proceedings with numerous pipe bands, singers and dancers. We missed the pipe band competition on Saturday afternoon because of a ferry delay but, on the Saturday evening, the port area where we were staying was closed with a sound stage built right across the street at one end with bands performing all evening, In addition, impromptu stages were set up along the rest of the street with restaurants, stalls, and bars selling everything that you could need to make it a perfect night. The highlight of the evening was taking part in an attempt to ‘An Dro the world’. For the uninitiated, An Dro is a Breton folk dance which is learned at your mother’s knee, and involves linking little fingers and dancing in a line. The dance steps are quite simple but are dependent on everybody doing the same thing at the same time-no chance of that with me in the mix-I mastered the arm movements but the footsteps were a combination of my own personal eightsome reel pas de bas i.e. jumping from one foot to another, and various aerobic dancing steps dredged up from 1985.  However, the Breton with whom I had linked my right pinkie did not seem to mind this travesty of his national dance, and it was all great fun.  Similar dances were taking place in other countries at the same time so, hopefully, the world was ‘An Dro’d’. 


The entertainment continued on Sunday around the marina, which was full of boats flying the saltire, and throughout the town. 








More information can be found online at www.scottishsocietyofjersey.co.uk and Tickets can be requested using the below application form.





Date: 20th November, 2010


Venue: The Hotel De France 


Tickets: £40 members, £45 non members
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